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“This could be the silent spring of the
21st century,” Reed said, referring to the
movement that brought about the ban of the
pesticide DDT and the creation of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Reed, a wildlife biologist, grew up in
Frederick and still lives here, when he is not
traveling to wildlife reserves. The Humane
Society Wildlife Land Trust has protected
wildlife habitat in 38 states, including land in
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Flori-
da, and in seven countries.

Environmental ground zero
Reed joined the president of the Humane

Society of the United States, and a team of
six other wildlife experts to tour the region.
The organization is working to identify any
gaps in the oil spill wildlife response and to
further assist wildlife rehabilitation groups,
state wildlife agencies and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in recovering and rehabili-
tating wildlife affected by the spill.

“It’s difficult to ascertain the true envi-
ronmental impact because of access issues,”
Reed said. The media cannot get to many
places that could show the true devastation.

Add to that predicament the variations in
wind and current, which change the areas
affected. “Which wetland complexes do you
protect first?” Reed asked.

The group viewed two heavily affected
beaches: Grand Isle, La., and Gulf Shores,
Ala., where mile-long slicks of oil and gooey
tarballs were coming ashore. Some were
near bird sanctuaries.

Dispersants have kept large oil slicks
from forming along the coast, but the effects
of these chemicals on wildlife aren’t known.
“You see very cloudy, brown, turbid water,”
he said. 

Impact on livelihoods
The troubles go well beyond wildlife, he

said.
“The economic impact is huge,” he said.

“The ban on offshore drilling has put thou-
sands of people out of work.” Hotels, which
would normally be full of tourists, are mak-
ing up only a fraction of their business cater-
ing to those involved in the relief effort.

The fishing industry may never recover,
he added. 

The lack of Gulf shrimp may spur more
Third World shrimp farms, which Reed said
are among the world’s most environmentally
destructive practices for marine habitat. In
Third World countries, these farms are usu-
ally in rain forests or mangrove swamps.
Along with the habitat destruction, the
waste from the farms puts large amounts of
nutrients into estuaries. Coral, also key to
marine life, is also threatened.

Damage to wildlife, habitats
Along the Gulf, Reed saw floating mats of

Sargassum, algae that is often called sea
holly or Gulf weed. It is a key food source for
thousands of wildlife, including fish, birds
and turtles. These Sargassum were heavily
contaminated with oil. Some wildlife are
simply being burned to death as crews burn
the oil slicks contaminating the sargassum.

Wildlife agencies are working to rehabili-
tate injured wildlife, but lightly oiled birds
and sea life are difficult to catch, just as
healthy ones are.

It’s only the heavily oiled wildlife that
experts can catch and try to save. The sur-
vival rate for these are lower. 

“The emphasis has to be on the habitat,”
Reed said. “They’re (the Fish and Wildlife

Service) doing the best they can with the
resources they have.”

Reed and his group toured the Interna-
tional Bird Rescue Research Center in Fort
Jackson, La., where more than 500 oiled birds
from the hard-hit Barataria Bay have been
taken.

They also visited the Audubon Society’s
turtle rehabilitation center outside New
Orleans. Sea turtles, especially the endan-
gered Kemp’s Ridley turtles, are expected to
be especially hard-hit.

The rehabilitation effort is being
cramped by infrastructure problems. “There
are a lot of endangered species involved,” he
said.

Endangered bottlenose dolphins live in
family groups in remote inlets, which are dif-
ficult to get to. “They do not interbreed or
leave their home range,” he said. “Once they
die off, it will take years to replenish the pop-
ulation.” Dolphins need many years to
mature.

Such animals may also die a slow, poi-
soned death, rather than a rapid death,
although an oiled dead dolphin has already
been found near Pensacola, Fla., on the
Gulf Coast.

“There are so many unknowns,” he said.
“The longer this goes on, the more people
will accept that this is the new reality and
move on.”

Marshaling resources
Nongovernmental organizations can help

with the cleanup, however, and the Humane
Society wants to make sure that the gov-
ernment and the NGOs can work together
to figure out who should do what, when

and where. “It’s apparent they would like
the assistance of the NGOs,” he said. “It
will take a collective effort.”

Local land trusts, pro- and anti-hunting
organizations, wildlife organizations and
conservation organizations are all
involved, he said. Ducks Unlimited, the
Audubon Society and the Sierra Club are
just some of the organizations involved.

All activity must go through the Uni-
fied Command of the U.S. Coast Guard.
There are 17 federal agencies, along with
state and local agencies, working on the oil
spill response, he said.

BP should not take all the blame, Reed
said. “We are all responsible,” he said. Oil
and petroleum use is pervasive in this
country. If anything, he said, the spill
should spur Americans to cut back on driv-
ing and other oil-consuming behavior. “If
it wasn’t BP, it could have been some other
company.”

Of 1,000 ships placing booms and skim-
ming oil in the Gulf, only one has one per-
son trained to pick up wildlife. This is
where the NGOs come in, he said. “The Fish
and Wildlife Service does not have the
resources to respond to individual ani-
mals,” he repeated. 

“The task at hand is enormous, and
constantly changing,” he said. “No matter
where the resources are focused, it’s not
enough. It’s an impossible situation.”
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Mr. Russell Lee “Rusty” Beatty, of Woodbine, died Saturday,

June 26. Arrangements are by Molesworth-Williams Funeral
Home, Damascus.

Mrs. Suhaila Susan Lee, of Berkeley Springs, W.Va., died Thurs-
day, June 24. Arrangements are by Gary L. Rollins Funeral Home,
Frederick.

Mr. George E. Mauser, of Adamstown, died Friday, June 25.
Arrangements are by Hilton Funeral Home, Barnesville.

Ms. Carleen Kelican Neff Mort, of Frederick, died Saturday,
June 26. Arrangements are by Robert E. Dailey & Son Funeral
Homes, Frederick.

Mrs. Irene “Mum” Tregoning, of Frederick, died Friday, June 25.
Arrangements are by Keeney and Basford Funeral Home, Freder-
ick.

Mrs. Suhaila Susan Lee, of
Berkeley Springs, W.Va., died
Thursday, June 24, 2010.

She was the husband of
Shannon Lee; mother of
Andre Hockaday, Anthony
Howard, Tonieka Parker and
Apryl Lee; and grandmother
of Andre Hockaday Jr. She is
also survived by aunts and
uncles, John and Sue Couls,

Margaret Couls, Sharon Smith
and Edward Durako; mother-
in-law, Barbaria Lee; and
other relatives and friends.

The family will receive
friends from 10 to 11 a.m.
Tuesday, June 29, at Gary L.
Rollins Funeral Home, 110 W.
South St., Frederick. Funeral
services will immediately fol-
low. Interment will be private.

Mrs. Suhaila Susan Lee

Mr. George E. Mauser, 89,
of Adamstown, died peaceful-
ly Friday, June 25, 2010. He
was the husband of the late
Elaine J. Mauser.

Born May 22, 1921, in San-
ford, Fla., he was the son of
the late John and Emilie Kem-
mer Mauser. George appren-
ticed as a tool and die maker
at the Naval Torpedo Station
in Alexandria, Va., and served
in the Pacific Theater as a tor-
pedoman during World War
II. 

Following World War II, he
was a machinist at the Naval
Medical Research Institute,
Bethesda. Among the many
important biomedical proj-
ects which he participated in
included research that estab-
lished the wind chill
factor/heat index, investigat-
ed hyperbaric pressure effects
in support of the NASA astro-
naut program, participated in
the invention of the baby ear
thermometer and in the con-
struction of precision experi-
mental apparatus for space
launch.

Retiring from civil service
with the Navy in 1980, he
spent the next 30 years work-
ing on his farm where he kept
horses, beef cattle, chickens
and an occasional goat, avidly
practiced organic gardening
and operated the Bucklodge
Christmas Tree Farm. A long-
time resident of Boyds, he was
a member of the Boyds Feder-
al Credit Union’s credit com-
mittee, American Legion, St.
Mary’s Catholic Church and
St. Mary’s Holy Name Society.

Surviving are two sons,

Col. (retired) George E.
Mauser and his wife, Diane, of
Gettysburg, Pa., and John K.
Mauser and his wife, Laurie
Weiss, of San Antonio, Texas;
and his sister, Mrs. Arthur
Redmond (Mary Mauser, 97)
of Rochester, N.Y. He is also
survived by numerous nieces,
nephews and many loving
friends.

The family will receive
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day, June 28, at the Hilton
Funeral Home, 22111
Beallsville Road (Md. 109),
Barnesville (HiltonFH.com).

A Mass of Christian burial
will be celebrated at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, June 29, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, 18230 Bar-
nesville Road, Barnesville.
Interment will follow in the
church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests donations be
made to St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, P.O. Box 67, Bar-
nesville, MD 20838, or Hos-
pice of Frederick County, P.O.
Box 1799, Frederick, MD
21702.

Mr. George E. Mauser

Ms. Carleen Kelican Neff
Mort, 73, of Frederick, died
Saturday, June 26, 2010, at
her residence of complica-
tions due to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

Born March 22, 1937, in
Charles Town, W.Va., she was
a daughter of the late Roy
and Helen Lugar Kelican.
She was the wife of the late
Ernest Mort. 

She was a graduate of
Charles Town High School
and attended Shepherd Col-
lege, where she was a mem-
ber of Alpha Tau Sorority.

She was an employee of
State Farm Insurance Cos.
for 31 years, having been the
first employee hired upon
the opening of the offices in
Frederick. She also worked
11 years for Maryland Coun-
seling Centers.

Surviving are two
beloved sons, Tyler Neff of
Middletown and Randy Neff

and wife, Laurel, of Haymar-
ket, Va.; a brother, Jerry Kel-
lican and wife, Ann, of Win-
chester, Va.; four grand-
daughters; and numerous
nieces, nephews and good
friends. She was preceded in
death by her daughter,
Tracey Neff.

The family will receive
friends from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Tuesday, June 29, at
which time funeral services
will begin at Robert E. Dailey
& Son Funeral Homes, P.A.,
1201 N. Market St., Freder-
ick. The Rev. Dr. Carroll A.
Doggett Jr. will officiate.

Interment will follow in
Resthaven Memorial Gar-
dens, near Frederick.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made in Ms.
Mort’s name to the
Alzheimer’s Association,
Western Maryland Region,
108 Byte Drive, Suite 103,
Frederick, MD 21702.

Ms. Carleen Kelican Neff Mort

Mrs. Irene “Mum” Trego-
ning, 95, of Frederick, passed
away Friday, June 25, 2010, at
her home. She was the wife
of the late Russell Tregoning.

Born Jan. 12, 1915, in
Frederick, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Alton J. and
Ruth Goodman Kimmel.

“Mum” worked very hard
all of her life providing for
her family as a homemaker
and breadwinner. She loved
her home and flowers. She
was definitely the matriarch
of her family.

Surviving are her five chil-
dren, Doris F. Taylor, of Fred-
erick, James E. Tregoning
and wife, Lucille, of Falling
Waters, W.Va., Patricia A. Gue
and husband, James, of Fair-
field, Pa., Nancy J. Wallace
and Janie C. Crone and hus-
band, Mark, all of Frederick;
daughter-in-law, Kitty Trego-
ning of Frederick; 22 grand-
children; 53 great-grandchil-
dren; 38 great-great-grand-
children; and several nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by two sons, William R.
Tregoning and Donald L.
Tregoning; two grandsons,
Ricky and Mark; four great-
grandchildren, Ashley,
Melissa, Brenda Lee and
Souren; and one great-great-
grandson, Noah.

The family will receive
friends from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. Sunday, June 27, at
Keeney and Basford, P.A.,

Funeral Home, 106 E.
Church St., Frederick. Funer-
al services will be held at 11
a.m. Monday, June 28, in the
Etchison Memorial Chapel
of the funeral home. The Rev.
David J. Albertson, pastor of
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, will officiate. Inter-
ment will be in Mount Olivet
Cemetery, Frederick.

Pallbearers will be James
E. Tregoning Jr., Kenny
Cromwell, Davey Tregoning,
Jimmy Gue, Joe Wallace, Jay
Harris and Kevin Ignasiak.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made to Hospice of Freder-
ick County, P.O. Box 1799,
Frederick, MD 21702, or the
Juvenile Diabetes Founda-
tion, 200 E. Joppa Road,
Suite 105, Towson, MD
21286.

Online condolences may
be shared with her family at
KeeneyBasford.com.

Mrs. Irene ‘Mum’ Tregoning
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Mr. Russell Lee “Rusty”
Beatty, 36, of Woodbine, died
early Saturday morning, June
26, 2010, at his residence.

Born Jan. 23, 1974, in Front
Royal, Va., he was a son of Lyle
Edward Beatty Jr. of Stras-
burg, Va., and Cynthia
Pendleton Lucas of Stanley,
Va.

Rusty had been employed
for the last eight years at Mar-
riotts Ridge High School. He
was loved by the faculty and
students alike; and was loved
and will be missed by all.

His passions included
flowers, cooking, traveling,
and finding and treasuring
antiques and collectibles.

Surviving in addition to his
parents is his best friend and
loyal companion, George Hal-
terman Jr. of Woodbine; his
beloved pugs, Pugsly and
Missy; siblings, Allen Rothgeb
and wife, Mady, of Oregon,
Lyle Warren Beatty and wife,
Bobbi, Kathy Beatty-Rothgeb
and husband, Michael, of
Augusta, W.Va., Jonathon
Lucas and wife, Heather, of
Stanley, Eric Graham and
wife, Abby, of Pennsylvania,
and Heather Beatty-Foster
and husband, George, of
Strasburg; as well as stepfa-
ther, Terry Lucas of Stanley;
stepmother, Vanessa Beatty of
Strasburg; and numerous

nieces and nephews.
Rusty was preceded in

death by paternal grandpar-
ents, Lyles Edward Sr. and
Mary Kathleen Beatty; mater-
nal grandparents, Warren
Gibson and M. Jeannette
Pendleton; and a niece, Kath-
leen Jeanette Young.

Friends may call from 6 to
9 p.m. Tuesday, June 29, at
Molesworth-Williams Funeral
Home, 26401 Ridge Road,
Damascus. The funeral serv-
ice will be at 11 a.m. Wednes-
day, June 30, from the funeral
home. Interment will follow
in Mount Olivet Cemetery,
Frederick.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made
in Mr. Beatty’s name to 6934
Aviation Blvd., Suite N, Glen
Burnie, MD 21061.

Mr. Russell Lee ‘Rusty’ Beatty
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A volunteer carries an oil-covered pelican at the Fort Jackson Oiled Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center in Fort Jackson, La. Agencies are working to rehabilitate injured
wildlife, but lightly oiled birds and sea life are difficult to catch. It’s only the heavily oiled
wildlife that experts can catch and try to save.
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TROPICAL STORM COULD BE THE LATEST
PROBLEM IN GULF CLEANUP
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